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INTRODUCTION 

 
On the General Assembly’s last week before Spring Break (March 
29 – April 2), legislators ran a busy schedule of committee meetings 
and sent numerous bills off to the Governor to sign into law. Most 
of the bills heard that week had bipartisan support; however, some 
did not. House Bill 264, Emergency Powers Accountability Act, 
passed through the House this week with a vote completely along 
party lines, with 69 Republicans voting in favor and 50 Democrats 
voting against. The bill would require the Governor to seek 
concurrence from other elected officials on the Council of State to 
continue a state of emergency beyond seven days, and again every 
30 days following. 
 
House Republicans argue that the Governor, regardless of party, 
should not have unilateral control and should receive bipartisan input 
on such sweeping decisions. “Over the course of last year I think we 
can all agree that the governor has made some of the most 
consequential decisions of any governor in modern history,” said 
Representative Destin Hall. “All of those decisions, those huge 
consequential decisions, have been made by one person without the 
requirement that that one person consult a single other elected 
official.” House Democrats argue that the Governor was elected by 
the voters who chose, during this pandemic, to continue to put their 
faith in the Governor’s decisions and continue to leave that power to 
the Governor. This bill is now on its way to the Senate where 
multiple bills have also been filed that include similar measures 
requiring the Governor to seek concurrence with the Council of 
State.  
  
Election Integrity Act 
Another divisive bill was heard in Senate Redistricting and Elections 
this week. Senate Bill 326, Election Integrity Act, was sponsored by 
the three Senate Redistricting and Elections Chairmen; Sens. Hise, 
Newton, and Warren. This bill would change election laws in various 
ways. It would move up mail-in absentee ballot deadlines to two 
weeks prior to the election, currently it is 7 days prior. It would also 
provide that all ballots must be received by close of business on 
Election Day, or else they will not be counted. Currently, the law 
provides for a three-day grace period if the absentee ballot is 
postmarked on or before Election Day. Finally, the bill would 
provide funds for a mobile ID unit to offer IDs to eligible voters in 
need of identification to participate in our elections. Currently, the 
North Carolina constitutional amendment passed by voters to require 
identification at the polls is being held up in courts. 
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This bill is partly in response to ongoing tension between the Republican-led legislature and the 
State Board of Elections over a legal settlement the State Board of Elections entered into during 
last fall’s elections. This settlement resulted in a pushback of the deadline to receive mail-in ballots 
post-Election Day, a change Republican legislators believe was unlawful since it impacted election 
laws and was not authorized by the General Assembly. Although our state lawmakers may have 
an extra bone to pick after the State Board’s contentious settlement, North Carolina is not alone in 
introducing measures to shake up our election process. After many claims of voter fraud led by 
former President Trump during the presidential election, Republican legislators across the country 
have filed scores of voting-related bills. Republican lawmakers believe there needs to be a shake-
up to the system to restore voter confidence and the integrity of this nation’s elections. Opponents 
believe many of the presented changes would result in voter suppression. Senate Bill 326 was 
initially scheduled for a vote but was changed to discussion-only at the last minute. It will be 
brought back up in Senate Redistricting and Elections for a vote at a later date. 
  
Executive Orders 
Governor Cooper issued new executive orders earlier this week. Executive Order 206 provides 
protections against residential evictions, in line with the federal Centers of Disease Control and 
Prevention’s extension of the moratorium until June 30th. Executive Order 205 continues to allow 
delivery and takeout mixed drinks through April 30th. Executive Order 207 aims to speed up the 
processing of unemployment insurance claims, effective until June 30th, as well. 
 
Spring Break 
Both the House and the Senate took a “spring break” this week with no sessions being held and no 
votes on bills. This week was also the Senate bill filing deadline so although many Senators were 
not present – hundreds of bills have been filed as the process can be done electronically. Over the 
last few weeks, a mountain of bills has been filed (over 400 at last check) to meet the deadline. 
We have been pouring through those bills to find any that impact our clients and will slowly catch 
up on the legislative report as we get through the bills that are filed. 
 
 

BILLS OF INTEREST 
 

HOUSE BILL 436, Support Law Enforcement Mental Health, would require the NC Criminal 
Justice Education and Training Standards Commission and the NC Sheriff's Education and 
Training Standards Commission to: (1) administer a psychological screening examination prior to 
certification or employment to determine the law enforcement officer's mental and emotional 
suitability to properly fulfill the responsibilities of an officer; (2) include in the minimum 
educational and training standards for entry level employment, education and training to develop 
knowledge and increase awareness of effective mental health and wellness strategies; and (3) 
regularly provide information on any statewide mental health resources specifically available to 
officers. The bill also would require all criminal justice agencies or departments in the state that 
employ certified officers to coordinate with the appropriate LME/MCO or prepaid health plan to 
make information on State and local mental health resources and programs easily available to all 
employees and develop policies to encourage employees to utilize the resources available. 
Introduced by Representatives K. Baker, Szoka, and Hunter and referred to the House 
Judiciary 4 Committee. 
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HOUSE BILL 437, Fair Maps Act, would amend the State Constitution, if approved by a majority 
of the qualified voters of the State at the general election in November 2022, to provide for an 
independent redistricting process for electoral districts for Congress and the General Assembly. 
Introduced by Representatives Harrison, Morey, Martin, and Reives and referred to the 
House Rules Committee. 
 
HOUSE BILL 446, Safeguarding Voting Rights, would enact a variety of provisions regarding 
automatic voter registration, online voter registration, and absentee ballot procedures. In addition, 
the bill would allow: (1) county boards of elections by majority vote of its members to adopt a 
plan that establishes flexibility in voting hours for the opening and closing of one-stop early voting 
sites; and (2) the Executive Director of the State Board to exercise emergency powers to conduct 
an election in a district where the normal schedule for the election is disrupted by a pandemic or 
national health crisis as declared by the President or the Governor. Introduced by 
Representatives Morey, Dahle, K. Smith, and Quick and referred to the House Rules 
Committee. 
 
HOUSE BILL 449, Prohibit Defense Based on Sex or Gender, would prohibit as a defense to 
homicide prosecutions or assault the discovery of, perception of, or belief about another person's 
actual or perceived sex, gender, gender identity, or sexual orientation, whether or not accurate, 
specifying the same is not provocation negating malice as an element of murder. The statute would 
not preclude the admission of evidence of a victim's or witness's conduct, behavior, or statements 
that is relevant or otherwise admissible. Introduced by Representatives Autry, Morey, 
Clemmons, and Alston and referred to the House Rules Committee. 
 
HOUSE BILL 450, Equality for All, would enact a variety of provisions to protect the State’s 
citizens against discrimination. The bill would define "protected status" as a person's race, color, 
national origin, religion, age, disability, sex, marital status, familial status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, military or veteran status, or genetic information. The bill includes provisions 
regarding unlawful discriminatory in housing practices, proof of violation, exemptions, 
employment, equal access to public accommodations, discrimination by lenders and insurance 
companies, nondiscrimination in schools, and jury service. The bill would further direct the 
Legislative Research Commission to review State antidiscrimination laws to develop legislative 
proposals that will further equality for all in North Carolina through comprehensive legislation. 
Introduced by Representatives Alston, Harrison, and Fisher and referred to the House Rules 
Committee. 
 
HOUSE BILL 451, Full Repeal of HB2, would repeal the statute that preempts State agencies, 
boards, offices, departments, institutions, branches of government, including The University of 
North Carolina and the North Carolina Community College System, and political subdivisions of 
the State, including local boards of education, from regulation of access to multiple occupancy 
restrooms, showers, or changing facilities. Introduced by Representatives Meyer, Morey, 
Butler, and John and referred to the House Rules Committee. 
 
HOUSE BILL 452, Mental Health Protection Act, would enact the Mental Health Protection Act 
to: 

• define conversion therapy as defined as practices or treatments that seek to change an 
individual's sexual orientation or gender identity, including efforts to (i) change behaviors 



 
 
4 

 

and gender expressions or (ii) eliminate or reduce sexual or romantic attractions or feelings 
towards individuals of the same gender; 

• exclude from the definition of conversion therapy counseling that provides assistance to 
an individual undergoing gender transition or counseling that provides acceptance, support, 
and understanding of an individual or facilitates an individual's coping, social support, and 
identity exploration and development, including sexual-orientation-neutral interventions to 
prevent or address unlawful conduct or unsafe sexual practices, as long as such counseling 
does not seek to change an individual's sexual orientation or gender identity; 

• prohibit the following from engaging in conversion therapy with an individual under 18 
years of age or an adult who has a disability: (1) licensed clinical social worker; (2) licensed 
marriage and family therapist; (3) licensed clinical mental health counselor; (4) psychiatrist 
licensed; and (5) licensed psychologist; 

• consider the practice of conversion therapy by any of these professionals as unprofessional 
conduct and subject each licensed professional to discipline under the licensed 
professional's respective licensing entity; and 

• prohibit any State funds, or any funds belonging to a municipality, agency, or political 
subdivision of this State, from being used to conduct conversion therapy, refer an 
individual for conversion therapy, health benefits coverage for conversion therapy, or a 
grant or contract with any entity that conducts conversion therapy or refers individuals for 
conversion therapy.  

Introduced by Representatives Fisher, Butler, Dahle, and Harrison and referred to the 
House Rules Committee. 
 
HOUSE BILL 453, Human Life Non-Discrimination Act/No Eugenics, would prohibit a person 
from intentionally or knowingly performing, inducing, or attempting to perform or induce an 
abortion of an unborn child if the abortion is being sought because of the actual or presumed race 
or sex of the unborn child or because of the presence or presumed presence of Down syndrome. 
Introduced by Representatives McElraft, Bradford, K. Baker, and Arp and referred to the 
House Health Committee. 
 
HOUSE BILL 464, Home Education Tax Credit, would allow an income tax credit of $1,250 per 
semester for each of a taxpayer's eligible dependent children who is a resident of this State and 
who, for one or two semesters during the taxable year, is enrolled in a home school. A taxpayer 
would not qualify for a credit for any semester during which the taxpayer's eligible dependent child 
for whom the credit would otherwise be claimed met any of the following conditions: (1) spent 
any time enrolled in a public school; (2) spent any time enrolled as a full-time student taking at 
least 12 hours of academic credit in a postsecondary educational institution; (3) was 22 years of 
age or older during the entire semester; or (4) graduated from high school prior to the end of the 
semester. Introduced by Representatives Pittman and Kidwell and referred to the House 
Finance Committee. 
 
HOUSE BILL 470, Medicaid Expansion, would make more North Carolinians eligible for 
Medicaid under the Accountable Care Act – Medicaid Expansion. With only Democratic primary 
sponsors on the bill and the continued opposition of Republican leadership, the bill is not likely to 
progress. Both Sen. Berger and Representative Lambeth have stated recently that they don’t expect 
renewed interest in Medicaid expansion, despite federal changes that add new incentives. 
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Under the bill, individuals would be eligible for Medicaid benefits if: (1) the individual has a 
modified adjusted gross income that is at or below 133% of the federal poverty level; (2) the 
individual is 19 or older and under age 65; (3) the individual is not entitled to or enrolled in 
Medicare benefits under Part A 35 or Part B of Title XVIII of the federal Social Security Act; and 
(4) the individual is not otherwise eligible for Medicaid coverage under the North Carolina State 
Plan as it existed on January 1, 2020. These beneficiaries would receive benefits through an 
Alternative Benefit Plan with copayments the same as those required for traditional Medicaid 
beneficiaries and with coverage consistent with Medicaid transformation. The bill would state the 
General Assembly’s intent to impose a Medicaid Coverage Gap Assessment on hospitals that 
would pay for the State share of the program and administrative costs associated with Medicaid 
expansion. Introduced by Representatives Graham, Insko, Pierce, and R. Smith and referred 
to the House Rules Committee. 
 
HOUSE BILL 476, Broadband Consumer Protection, would authorize the North Carolina Public 
Utilities to establish and enforce appropriate oversight of broadband in order to meet the State's 
goals of high-quality and affordable access to broadband. The Commission would: (1) conduct 
evaluations and audits of facilities and infrastructure used to provide broadband service and 
evaluate facilities and infrastructure with respect to areas of public safety, resiliency, and any other 
area the Commission deems relevant to achieve standards of resiliency, quality, public safety, and 
affordability in broadband service; and (2) report to the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on 
General Government and the Fiscal Research Division, beginning December 1, 2021, on outcomes 
related to achieving these standards. Introduced by Representatives Moss, Sasser, R. Smith, 
and Penny and referred to the House Rules Committee. 
 
HOUSE BILL 477, Temporary Event Venues, would authorize a local government, by ordinance, 
to establish a process to permit temporary event venues and would define a temporary event venue 
as an existing publicly or privately owned building or structure suitable for use as a site for public 
or private events relating to entertainment, education, marketing, meetings, sales, trade shows, and 
any other activities or occasions that the local government may authorize. Introduced by 
Representatives Brody, Bradford, Faircloth, and Cunningham and referred to the House 
Local Government Committee. 
 
HOUSE BILL 483, Pistol Permit/Mental Health Record to Sheriff, would require, when a person 
files an application for a pistol permit, the sheriff requests disclosure of any court orders 
concerning the mental health or mental capacity of the applicant to be used for the sole purpose of 
determining whether the applicant is disqualified to receive a permit. This requirement could not 
increase the documentation an applicant is required to provide when filing an application or 
increase the application time period. The permit application would contain a conspicuous warning 
substantially as follows: "By filing this permit application, I understand that I am giving the sheriff 
the authority to obtain all criminal and mental health court orders required by State and federal 
law to determine permit eligibility.” When a sheriff notifies the potential holder of a mental health 
order in writing that a particular individual has completed an application for a pistol purchase 
permit, the holder of any court orders that concern the mental health or mental capacity of an 
applicant for a pistol purchase permit would be required, upon request, to release to the sheriff any 
and all mental health orders concerning the pistol purchase permit applicant. Introduced by 
Representative Greene and has not yet been assigned to a House committee. 
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SENATE BILL 369, Make Election Day A State Holiday, would make the statewide general 
election day an official State holiday and amend the State Human Resources Act to make that day 
a paid holiday for State employees. Introduced by Senators Garrett, Woodard, and Murdock 
and referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 372, Electrical Contracting Licensure Mods, would modify the classifications of 
electrical contracting licenses as follows: 

• the limited classification and any special restricted classifications would require no more 
than 3,000 hours of experience, of which, no less than 2,000 hours would consist of primary 
experience gained by direct installation of electrical wiring and equipment governed by the 
National Electric Code; 

• the intermediate classification would require no more than 5,750 hours of experience, of 
which, no less than 5,000 hours would consist of primary experience gained by direct 
installation of electrical wiring and equipment governed by the National Electric Code; and 

• the unlimited classification would require no more than 9,000 hours of experience, of 
which, no less than 8,000 hours would consist of primary experience gained by direct 
installation of electrical wiring and equipment governed by the National Electric Code. 

Introduced by Senators McInnis, Jarvis, and Galey and referred to the Senate Rules 
Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 377, Remove Foreign Citizens from Voting Rolls, would add United States 
citizenship to the qualifications of prospective jurors and require all applications for excuses from 
jury duty to be made on a form developed and furnished by the Administrative Office of the Courts, 
with applications to allow specification for the reason(s) for excusal based on disqualification, 
including non-citizenship status. The bill also would require the State Board of Elections to review 
the voter registration and citizenship status of each person identified in a clerk's quarterly report 
of jury duty disqualifications based on US citizenship and distribute to each county board of 
elections a report of the persons identified who are registered to vote in that county. If the State 
Board found an individual voted prior to attaining citizenship, it would be required to furnish its 
investigation to the district attorney for prosecution. Introduced by Senators Burgin, Krawiec, 
and Sanderson and referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 378, Eminent Domain, is identical to House Bill 271, summarized in the March 
16, 2021, Legislative Report. Introduced by Senators B. Jackson, Edwards, and Sanderson 
and referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 384, Improve Debt Collection Upon Vehicle Reg., is identical to House Bill 413, 
summarized in the April 1, 2021, Legislative Report. Introduced by Senators McInnis, Sawyer, 
and Britt and referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 387, Excellent Public Schools Act of 2021, would require literacy instruction in 
pre-k through third grade using the "Science of Reading," which is defined as evidence-based 
reading instruction practices that address the acquisition of language, phonological and phonemic 
awareness, phonics and spelling, fluency, vocabulary, oral language, and comprehension that can 
be differentiated to meet the needs of individual students. The bill includes provisions regarding 
literacy intervention plans and the development of Individual Reading Plans, and directs the 
Department of Public Instruction to develop a Digital Children's Reading Initiative to increase the 
percentage of school children throughout the State who are reading proficiently by the end of third 
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grade. The Initiative would be aligned with the Science of Reading and reflect the standards taught 
in each grade level from kindergarten to third grade. Introduced by Senators Berger, Ballard, 
and Lee and referred to the Senate Education/Higher Education Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 392, Mental Health Protection Act, is identical to House Bill 452, summarized 
above in this Legislative Report. Introduced by Senators Marcus, Chaudhuri, and Murdock 
and referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 396, Equality for All, is identical to House Bill 450, summarized above in this 
Legislative Report. Introduced by Senators Murdock, Marcus, and Nickel and referred to the 
Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 402, Close the Medicaid Coverage Gap, would expand Medicaid to qualified 
individuals in the Medicaid coverage gap. Individuals would be considered part of the Medicaid 
coverage gap and eligible for Medicaid benefits if the individual meets all of the following 
requirements: (1) has a modified adjusted gross income that is at or below one hundred thirty-three 
percent (133%) of the federal poverty level; (2) is age 19 or older and under age 65; (3) is not 
entitled to or enrolled in Medicare benefits under Part A or Part B of Title XVIII of the federal 
Social Security Act; and (4) is not otherwise eligible for Medicaid coverage under the North 
Carolina State Plan as it existed on January 1, 2020. Beneficiaries eligible for the Medicaid 
program under this section would receive benefits through an Alternative Benefit Plan that is 
established by the Department consistent with federal requirements, unless that beneficiary is 
exempt from mandatory enrollment in an Alternative Benefit Plan under federal law. Introduced 
by Senators Robinson and Clark and referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 408, Stop Addiction Fraud Ethics Act of 2021, would: 

• require marketing or advertising materials published or provided by any treatment 
provider, treatment facility, recovery residence, or third-party providing services to convey 
accurate and complete information, in plain language that is easy to understand; 

• make it illegal for a treatment provider, treatment facility, recovery residence, or third party 
providing services to those entities to: (1) make a materially false or misleading statement, 
or provide false or misleading information, about the nature, identity, or location of 
substance use disorder treatment services or a recovery residence, in advertising materials, 
on a call line, on an internet website, or in any other marketing materials or (2) make a 
false or misleading statement about the treatment provider's status as an in-network or out-
of-network provider; the credentials, qualifications, or experiences of persons providing 
treatment or services; or the rate of recovery or success in providing services; 

• make it a Class G felony for a person or entity (including a treatment provider, treatment 
facility, recovery residence, or third party providing services to any of those persons or 
entities) to: (1) offer or pay anything of value or engage in any split-fee arrangement, to 
induce the referral of a patient or patronage to or from a treatment provider or laboratory; 
(2) solicit or receive anything of value, or engage in any split-fee arrangement, in return 
for referring a patient or patronage to or from a treatment provider or laboratory; (3) solicit 
or receive anything of value, or engage in any split-fee arrangement, in return for the 
acceptance or acknowledgment of treatment from a health care provider or health care 
facility; or (4) aid or abet any conduct that violates these provisions. 

Introduced by Senators Burgin, Krawiec, and Perry and referred to the Senate Rules 
Committee. 
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SENATE BILL 409, Prohibit Defense Based on Sex or Gender, is identical to House Bill 449, 
summarized above in this Legislative Report. Introduced by Senators Nickel, Mayfield, and 
Murdock and referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 410, Nonprofit Electronic Business/Remote Meetings, would allow companies to 
conduct their business remotely by revising some of business regulations as follows: 

• allow a corporation to conduct a transaction by electronic means, except as limited by its 
articles of incorporation or bylaws or by action of its board of directors, and require the 
corporation, prior to conducting an electronic transaction with a person that is a member, 
delegate, officer, or director of the corporation, to obtain agreement from the person to 
conduct the transaction by electronic means and inform the person how to revoke the 
agreement; 

• amend the provisions regarding emergency bylaws to deems that an emergency exists if a 
natural or manmade disaster impedes the ability of the corporation's board of directors or 
members to comply with one or more provisions of the corporation's bylaws (was only if 
a quorum of the directors cannot readily be assembled because of some catastrophic event); 

• authorize members of any class to participate in any meeting of members remotely to the 
extent the board of directors authorizes participation for that class, subject to guidelines 
and procedures adopted by the board of directors, and deem members participating 
remotely present and authorized to vote if the corporation has implemented reasonable 
measures to verify the member and provided members a reasonable opportunity to 
participate in the meetings and vote on matters submitted to the members; 

• authorize the board of directors to determine that any meeting of members is to be held 
solely by remote means, subject to the corporation implementing the reasonable measures 
previously mentioned and only if meetings held solely by remote communication are not 
prohibited by the articles of incorporation and the bylaws; 

• allow a member's consent to action taken without a meeting to be in electronic form and 
delivered by electronic means, except as limited by the articles of incorporation or the 
bylaws; 

• amend the notice requirements for member meetings to notice to class members. 
Introduced by Senators Galey, Perry, and Lazzara and referred to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 411, Prescription Drug Pricing, would seek to promote prescription drug price 
transparency by: 

• requiring a drug manufacturer to notify all interested parties of an upcoming substantial 
price increase at least 60 days prior to the increase, and to disclose, within 30 days after 
the notification, the following to all interested parties: (1) a justification for the proposed 
price increase (could limit the information in the justification to that which is publicly 
available); (2) the previous year's marketing budget for the drug; (3) the date and price of 
acquisition if the drug was not developed by the manufacturer; (4) a schedule of price 
increases for the drug for the previous five years; 

• requiring a drug manufacturer to notify all interested parties of the price of any new 
prescription drug within three days after the manufacturer receives approval by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration, and disclose specified information within 30 days of the 
notification; 

• requiring a manufacturer or an agent of the manufacturer who meets or otherwise 
communicates with a prescriber for the purpose of marketing a prescription drug to disclose 
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to the prescriber if any ingredient in the prescription drug it is marketing is known to pose 
a risk of dependency in humans; 

• allowing for a civil penalty of up to $1,000 per day for failure to report the required 
information; 

• providing that nothing in this Article may be construed as a limitation upon the ability of a 
manufacturer to charge any price for a prescription drug permitted by law; 

• directing the Secretary of the NC Department of Health and Human Services to: (1) 
develop a plan to collect data from manufacturers related to the cost and pricing of 
prescription drugs in order to provide transparency in and accountability for prescription 
drug pricing; and (2) implement an online portal to provide the public with electronic 
access to the notifications, reports, and other disclosures required; and 

• requiring the Secretary, beginning December 1, 2022, and annually thereafter, to report to 
the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Health and Human Services the following 
information about prescription drugs: (1) the 25 most frequently prescribed drugs in the 
State; (2) the 25 costliest drugs as determined by the total amount spent on those drugs in 
the State; (3) the 25 prescription drugs with the highest year-over-year cost increases as 
determined by the total amount spent on those drugs in the State. 

Introduced by Senators Crawford, Mohammed, and Lowe and referred to the Senate Rules 
Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 414, Compact for Balanced Budget, would enact provisions regarding a Compact 
for a Balanced Budget with other states and set out a Balanced Budget Amendment, which would 
include prohibiting the US government total outlays from exceeding total receipts at any point in 
time unless the excess of outlays over receipts is financed exclusively by debt issued according to 
the Compact's provisions, prohibiting outstanding debt from exceeding authorized debt, which is 
initially set at an amount equal to 105% of the outstanding debt on the effective date of this article, 
and prohibiting increasing the authorized debt unless an increase is approved by the legislatures of 
the several states. Introduced by Senators Edwards, Sanderson, and Burgin and referred to 
the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 433, Prohibit Online Impersonations, would make it unlawful for a person to: 

• use the name or persona of another person, without obtaining the other person's consent 
and with the intent to harm, defraud, intimidate, or threaten any person, to do either of the 
following:  

o create a web page on a commercial social networking site or other internet website; 
o post or send one or more messages on or through a commercial social networking 

site or other internet website (does not include messages posted on or sent through 
electronic mail or a message board); 

• send an electronic mail, instant message, text message, or similar communication that (i) 
references a name, domain address, phone number, or other item of identifying information 
belonging to a person and (ii) meets all of the following requirements:  

o the communication was sent without obtaining the person's consent; 
o the communication was sent with the intent to cause a recipient of the 

communication to reasonably believe that the person authorized or transmitted the 
communication; 

o the communication was sent with the intent to harm or defraud the person. 
Any person who violates these provisions with the intent to solicit a response by law enforcement 
or other emergency personnel is guilty of a Class D felony, which could include a fine not to 
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exceed $10,000. Any other violation would be a Class A1 misdemeanor, which could include a 
fine not to exceed $4,000. The bill would also provide that a person who uses information resulting 
from the commission of the other stated offenses to commit a separate crime against the victim 
would also be guilty of aiding and abetting the commission of the separate crime, punishable in 
accordance with the applicable statute governing the separate crime. The bill would allow as a 
defense that the person is one of the following or that the person's conduct was solely take as an 
employee of: commercial networking sites, internet service providers, interactive computer 
services, telecommunications service providers, video service providers, and cable services 
providers. Introduced by Senator Perry and referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 438, Full Repeal of HB2, is identical to House Bill 451, summarized above in this 
Legislative Report. Introduced by Senators Mayfield, Murdock, and Nickel and referred to 
the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 440, Nonprofit Fundraising Sales Tax Exemption, would provide an exemption 
from the tax on gross receipts derived from an admission charge to an entertainment activity for 
events held by a tax-exempt nonprofit entity solely for fundraising purposes for the entity, 
notwithstanding that entertainment activity may be offered as an ancillary purpose of the event. 
Introduced by Senators Davis and Burgin and referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 443, 2021 Safe Drinking Water Act, would direct the Commission for Public 
Health by no later than October 15, 2021, to: (1) establish maximum contaminant levels (MCLs) 
for probable or known carcinogens  and other toxic chemicals that are likely to pose a substantial 
hazard to public health; and (2) annually review the latest peer-reviewed science and independent 
or government agency studies and undertake additional rulemaking, as necessary to establish or 
revise MCLs for contaminants that are likely to pose a substantial threat to public health. The bill 
would provide $6 million to the Department of Health and Human Services to carry out these 
requirements, including establishing up to 37 new positions. Introduced by Senators Batch, 
Salvador, and deViere and referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 446, Wage Theft Act, would amend the State’s labor laws to: 

• require every employer to notify its employees in writing at the time of hire and upon any 
material change of: (1) the promised wages and the basis upon which wages will be 
calculated; (2) the method, day, and place for payment; (3) the specified contact 
information and tax identification numbers for the employer; and (4) the employee’s 
employment status; 

• require employers to furnish each employee for each pay period information regarding the 
employee's rate of pay, total hours worked each workweek, total straight-time earned each 
workweek, total overtime earnings each workweek, total additions or deductions from 
wages, total gross wages paid each pay period, and the date of payment; 

• amend the damages and civil penalties provisions regarding violations of minimum wage, 
overtime, and wage payment statutes; and 

• enact provisions to allow an employee, for purposes of wage claims and collections, 
entitlement to a lien upon (1) all property of the employer located in the State and (2) all 
property upon which the employee has performed work, as specified, for the full amount 
of the wages and any statutory penalties owed. 

Introduced by Senators Mohammed, Foushee, and Robinson and referred to the Senate 
Rules Committee. 
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SENATE BILL 447, Living Wage for NC Workers, would increase the State's minimum wage to 
$15 per hour over five years, then annually adjusting the minimum wage automatically by 
increases in the cost of living; end the subminimum wage for individuals with disabilities; amend 
the subminimum wage for tipped workers; and end the exemption for domestic workers. 
Introduced by Senators Mohammed, Murdock, and Mayfield and referred to the Senate 
Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 451, Ban Single-Use and Non-Reyclable Products, would prohibit the sale and 
provision of food or beverages, for consumption on or off premises, in or with disposable food 
service ware, unless such food service ware is reusable, compostable, or recyclable. Introduced 
by Senators Mayfield and Murdock and referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 454, Arson Law Revisions, is identical to House Bill 315, summarized in the 
March 23, 2021, Legislative Report. Introduced by Senators Britt, Johnson, and Sawyer and 
referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 455, Decriminalize Non-Statutory Offenses, would: 

• make it an infraction punishable by a fine of up to $50 to violate a local ordinance or 
ordinance of a metropolitan sewerage district (currently, a Class 3 misdemeanor punishable 
by up to $500, or $50 if the ordinance does not specify a greater fine, except violations of 
ordinances regulating the operation or parking of vehicles are an infraction punishable by 
fine of up to $50); 

• provide that the statute does not restrict local authority or the authority of a metropolitan 
sewerage district from imposing stricter civil penalties for violation of any ordinance 
pursuant to their respective authority; and 

• bar criminal convictions unless the offense is a common-law offense or appears in the 
statutes pertaining to criminal law, motor vehicles, or the Controlled Substances Act, and 
exclude persons who have actual knowledge that the behavior constitutes a crime.  

Introduced by Senators Britt, Mohammed, and Lee and referred to the Senate Rules 
Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 457, Healthy Families & Workplaces/Paid Sick Days, would enact the Healthy 
Families and Healthy Workplaces Act to provide that any employee who works in this State and 
who must be absent from work for the following reasons is entitled to paid sick time: (1) to care 
for the employee's immediate family member who is suffering from a physical or mental illness, 
injury, or medical condition that requires home care, professional medical diagnosis or care, 
preventive medical care, or a routine medical appointment, unless the care is covered under federal 
law; (2) to care for the employee's own physical or mental illness, injury, or medical condition that 
requires home care, professional medical diagnosis or care, preventive medical care, or a routine 
medical appointment, unless the care is covered under federal law; or (3) absence necessary due 
to circumstances resulting from the employee, or a family member of the employee, being a victim 
of stalking or domestic or sexual violence, if the leave is to allow the employee to obtain for the 
employee or the family member (i) medical attention needed to recover from physical or 
psychological injury or disability caused by stalking or domestic or sexual violence, (ii) services 
from a designated domestic violence agency or other victim services organization, (iii) 
psychological or other counseling, (iv) relocation, or (v) legal services, including obtaining a 
restraining order or preparing for, or participating in, any civil or criminal legal proceeding related 
to the stalking or domestic or sexual violence. The bill includes a variety of provisions regarding 
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exemptions, paid leave accrual and use, documentation, notice, posting, records, and enforcement. 
Introduced by Senator Robinson and referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 466, Req Source Disclosure/Online Grassroots Lobby, would require source 
disclosure for online grassroots lobbying. Specifically, the bill would: 

• require a lobbyist or lobbyist principal that directly or indirectly through a third party 
engages in the solicitation of others to comply with all of the following if the solicitation 
of others is designed to generate an email from a member of the public to a legislator:  

o the first line of the body of the generated email must disclose the name of the 
lobbyist principal; and 

o the second line of the body of the generated email must disclose the name of the 
third party, if any, that has been employed by the lobbyist or the lobbyist principal 
to engage in the solicitation of others; 

• require the solicitation, prominently and prior to any generated email being sent, to notify 
the member of the public who is being solicited that a generated email will be sent on that 
person's behalf to a legislator and that as a result, personal information may be disclosed 
to the legislator; and 

• define the phrase "designed to generate an email from a member of the public" to mean an 
electronic document such as an online petition that invites, encourages, or offers the 
opportunity for members of the public to sign or otherwise indicate support for the contents 
of the document and that then creates and sends a generated email to a legislator that is 
attributed to the member of the public. 

Introduced by Senators Johnson and Daniel and referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 469, Sales Tax Penalty Waiver, would direct the Secretary of Revenue to waive 
all penalties for unpaid sales taxes as if the Secretary extended the time for filing a return for good 
cause and had granted additional time within which to file the return and pay the tax due. The 
waiver would be restricted to a qualified business which is defined as a business that (1) failed to 
timely pay sales taxes due between February 1, 2020, and April 1, 2021, (2) certifies that the taxes 
were not timely paid as a direct result of economic hardship resulting from a governmental 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and (3) paid the overdue tax debt in full by May 1, 2021. 
The Department of Revenue would make an application, including any required documentation, 
available for qualifying businesses to seek the described relief. Qualifying businesses would have 
to apply for relief under the act by July 1, 2021. Introduced by Senator Lee and referred to the 
Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 481, Emergency Management Reform Act, would make various changes to the 
Emergency Management Act, including: (1) amending the definition of emergency to provide that 
regardless of how imminent and regardless of how severe it may be, an ongoing occurrence or 
threat that persists for more than six months does not constitute an emergency and should be 
addressed by the General Assembly through appropriate legislation; and (2) defining Statewide 
emergency area as any emergency area applicable to two-thirds or more of the counties in this 
State. The bill includes provisions regarding expiration of states of emergency, concurrence by the 
Council of State, claims challenging the validity or application of executive orders, and protection 
of constitutional rights. It would require all orders, including emergency orders, decrees, 
regulations, or other mandates, that bind, curtail, or infringe the constitutional rights of private 
parties to be narrowly tailored to serve a compelling public health or safety purpose. Introduced 
by Senator Sanderson and referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
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SENATE BILL 483, Marijuana/Diversion Court/Class 3 Misd. Study, would: (1) reclassify 
misdemeanor possession of marijuana or hashish offenses as infractions; (2) allow the expunction 
of Class 3 misdemeanor possession of marijuana or hashish offenses; (3) direct the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Government, in consultation with the North Carolina 
Sentencing and Policy Advisory Commission, to study (i) which Class 3 misdemeanor offenses 
have a low impact on public safety, (ii) whether the offenses should be reclassified as infractions, 
and (iii) whether low-level traffic offenses should be moved to the North Carolina Administrative 
Code  and enforced as a civil violation by the Division of Motor Vehicles or the Department of 
Public Safety; (4) provide $4.2 million to the Administrative Office of the Courts to support the 
work of the North Carolina Drug Treatment Court Program in creating and sustaining local drug 
treatment court programs; and (5) provide $4.2 million to the Administrative Office of the Courts 
to facilitate the creation and funding of new and existing mental health court programs to serve 
individuals that have a mental health diagnosis or treatment history and are defendants in the 
criminal justice system. Introduced by Senators Mohammed, Murdock, and Woodard and 
referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 488, Consumer Protection- Invoice Advertisements, would amend the statute that 
prohibits a person engaged in commerce from issuing any writing that simulates or resembles a 
negotiable instrument or an invoice to provide that the inclusion of a disclaimer on the writing is 
not a defense to a violation of the statute. Introduced by Senators Rabon, Ford, and Alexander 
and referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
 

BILL UPDATES 
 

HOUSE BILL 264, Emergency Powers Accountability Act, was amended in the House Rules 
Committee to: 

• require the Governor to obtain the concurrence of the Council of State in accordance with 
requirements for state of emergency declarations for a statewide emergency area when the 
Governor declares more than one state of emergency based on the same emergency that 
would extend the application of the emergency area, when combined, to more than two-
thirds of the counties of the state;  

• limit the authority of the Secretary of Health and Human Services to determine that a class 
or category of property uses presents a statewide imminent hazard and to order persons in 
control of that type of class or category of property uses to abate the statewide imminent 
hazard upon notification to the Governor and the Governor's concurrence of the Council of 
State to a period of no more than seven calendar days, with up to 30-day extensions 
permitted if the Secretary has notified the Governor and the Governor has received the 
concurrence of the Council of State; 

• require the Secretary to notify the Governor, and the Governor to seek the concurrence of 
the Council of State, prior to the extension of any orders that would extend the application 
of the class or categories of properties in areas, when combined, to statewide application; 

• authorize the State Health Director to determine and order that a class or category of 
persons or animals needs to be quarantined or isolated to protect the public health and limit 
the authority to a period of seven days; 

• provide that, for statewide orders, or orders that, when combined, would extend application 
of the class or categories in areas to statewide application, the State Health Director may 
move the court for extensions after notification of the Governor and the Governor's receipt 
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of concurrence of the Council of State; for orders that apply less than statewide, the State 
Health Director may move the court for extensions without notifying the Governor or the 
Governor receiving Council of State concurrence.  

The bill as amended was approved by the House Rules Committee and the full House and 
will next be considered by the Senate Rules Committee. 
 
SENATE BILL 308, Building Code Inspection Reform, was amended in the Senate Agriculture, 
Energy, and Environment Committee to remove the proposed language concerning local 
government inspections for compliance with the NC Residential Code for One- and Two-Family 
Dwellings and the NC Building Code, and instead, provide that when a subsequent inspection is 
conducted to verify completion or correction of instances of Code noncompliance, any additional 
violations of the Code that the inspector notes on items that were already approved by the 
inspections department will not delay the issuance of a temporary certificate of occupancy and 
would prohibit charging a fee for the reinspection of those items. The bill as amended was 
approved by the Senate Agriculture, Energy, and Environment Committee and the Senate 
Rules Committee. A technical change was made on the Senate floor and the bill was approved 
by the full Senate. The bill will next be assigned to a House committee for consideration. 
 
 

- Colleen Kochanek 
NCSLVA Legislative Counsel 
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