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REDISTRICTING 
The legislature has begun the redistricting process, again. This 
time, there are some changes from the process followed last year 
that House Rules and Redistricting Chairman called the “most 
transparent process in the history of the state.” There is not a public 
terminal to watch maps being drawn in real time, and House 
Republicans are working in a curtain-drawn room, while House 
Democrats work on their maps across the street in the Legislative 
Office Building in a windowless room, but an unlocked room 
should someone like to stop in. It appears that House Republicans 
have opted for this closed-door approach given the tight timeline 
they must follow to get these new maps out the door. Of course, 
this decision has still been met with some criticism from their 
Democratic colleagues. It is still unclear when the Senate will 
begin to meet on the matter, but both Senate Democrats and 
Republicans are expected to share one room to draw new lines. 
  
The General Assembly has until February 18th to submit revised 
congressional and legislative maps to the trial court. In a joint 
statement this week, Senate leader Berger and Senate Minority 
leader Blue predicted that this process will carry on until nearly 
that date. “Over the next few days, Republican and Democratic 
legislators will work together in hopes of reaching a negotiated 
end product,” they wrote. “Legislators will share that end product 
with the public and the court as early as practicable. Given the 
workload and complexity of the mathematical analyses required 
by the court, this work will likely continue into late next week.” 
  
Republican leadership has argued that the State Supreme Court’s 
order gave little instruction in the way of how they want maps to 
be drawn. The Court’s order last Friday gave little detail on exactly 
what the justices wanted to see done for new maps. Although 
further detail is expected to be provided by the justices, the high 
court never said when that information would be provided. A 
detail that certainly matters given that the legislature has just seven 
more days to complete and submit these maps. 
 
In addition to the legislature, other parties involved in the lawsuit 
can submit their own maps to the trial court, too. The three-judge 
panel comprised of two Republicans and one Democrat, who 
previously upheld the new maps, will have until February 23rd to 
determine if the new maps comply with the state Supreme Court’s 
instructions. If they determine the updated maps do not, the court 
could select an alternative map created by a plaintiff or an  
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independent special master. If the court doesn’t pick the legislature’s maps, we will be right back 
here after this upcoming election. Under state law, whatever maps are chosen by the courts rather 
than the legislature can only be used in one election before the legislature gets to try again. 
 
Republicans still have the opportunity to an appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court, but they plan to 
wait and see what happens after they redraw the maps first. “It particularly depends upon what our 
courts do," Speaker Moore said on the matter. “I believe we have time to go through this process 
before we have to petition the U.S. Supreme Court.” On a talk radio station this week, Speaker 
Moore discussed the possibility of an appeal. "We believe that if that if we go that route, that they 
would take it & that they would deal with it, both in terms of the congressional maps as well as 
the legislative maps. We feel really good about that." 
  
For now, we will have to wait and see. Final maps are expected to be voted on and submitted to 
the trial court by Friday, February 18th. 
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